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PROFESSOR HONORED FOR BOOK ON CALIFORNIA INDIAN RELIGION 
SAN DIEGO, Cali f .--History professor James R. Moriarty of the University 
of San Diego will be the guest of honor at the San Diego Historica l Society's 
Institute of History. 
The institute, the second sponsored by the Historical Society, will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 13, in the Gold Room, of the Hanalei Hotel, Mission Valley. 
Moriarty is being honored for his recently published book "Chinigchinix, 
An Indigenous California Indian Religion, " and its contribution to the history 
of San Diego County, said Sidney Cornell, chairman of the Institute of History. 
The volume on the unique Indian religion was published by the Southwest 
Museum, Los Angeles. The story of the Chinigchinix religious belief was 
originally recorded by Father Geronimo Boscana, a Franciscan missionary at 
San Juan Capistrano from 1812 to 1826. 
Father Boscana, Moriarty reports, described the Juaneno Indians in his 
account, a branch of the Shoshonean speaking Luisenos of Northern San Diego 
County. The Juanenos were found a t Mission San Juan Capistrano and also 
San Luis Rey. 
Chinigchinix was a prophet whose revelation was the center of the new 
religion. ''The development of a proselytizing missionary movement in a 
primitive California Indian religion is without precedent, with the possible 




The religion of Chinigchinix was founded on a group of l aws which 
required fasting, self-sacrifice and absolute obedience, he said. 
According to one account, the prophet Chinigchinix was born at the 
Rancheria of Pubu in Los Angeles County, only a few miles inland from 
Alamitos Bay. 
The influence of the prbphet extended to the Chumash, Gabrielino , and 
I 
Luiseno peoples from Santa Barbara south to Norther n San Diego County. 
At the time the first Christian missionaries arrived in Southern 
California, the Chinigchinii religion was beginning to reach east to the 
Colorado River and south to Baja Californi~. 
The religious cult absorbed many traits and ideas of the Christians, 
Moriarty said, but over the years the traditional rituals and ceremonies 
have found fewer and fewer adherents and no longer is a force among Southern 
California Indians. 
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